
Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is the liturgical start of the season of Lent, a time of preparation and 

reflection for 40 days before Easter.  Begin this important time with a repentant heart.  
Join us for Ash Wednesday worship on Wednesday, February 10 at noon and 7:00 p.m.   

Messy Church  
Messy Church in January started the New Year off on a friendly note as 

59  people enjoyed an exciting time of  family fellowship.  The Fellowship 
Hall  was a busy place with many young families with children coming closer to 
God through fun activities and celebration (worship) time all based on the theme 
of “Friendship” and helping others.  We made family first aid kits and pictures with band aids and gauze.  Our 
evening concluded with homemade macaroni and cheese made by our team of Messy Chefs with ice cream 
sundaes for dessert!    Messy Church could not happen without the support of our loyal volunteers numbering 
37 in January.   

In February, Messy Church is featuring a “Pancake Extravaganza” in celebration of Shrove Tuesday!  Eve-
ryone in the congregation is welcome to join us on this special occasion on Tuesday, February 9 from 5:30 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  If you do not usually attend Messy Church but want to come for pancakes, please call or 
email Cindy Banek, 229-1771 or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Lenten Meager Meals 
Beginning on February 17 and continuing the next five weeks through Lent, you are invited 
to attend our Lenten Meager Meals on Wednesday nights beginning at 6:00 p.m.   During 
Lent, we are encouraged to eat a meager meal (soup, water and bread) at least once a 
week in order to unite ourselves with the poor and hungry among us.   Various church 

groups will be preparing and serving soups and bread, and the cost is only $2.00 per adult (children 10 and 
under are free).  The United Methodist Men will be selling tickets at the Crossroads Table. 

 February 17 - Messy Church 

 February 24 - TBD 

You are invited to join the Silver Saints (50-Plus) for lunch February 10 following 
the noon Ash Wednesday service.  At the conclusion of the service, meet in Fellowship 
Hall for delicious food and warm fellowship!  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share and one dollar for the chicken.  First-timers, call Art and Loretta Hezeen (565-
2518) to let us know you are coming! 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

Schedule and Host Groups 

 March 2 - Sanctuary Choir 

 March 9 - TBD 

 March 16 - United Methodist 

Women 
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On your behalf the Local Outreach Team has chosen these three organizations to receive a portion of 
WUMC’s Special Lenten Offering: 

 

Erase the Need Center — The Erase the Need Center is an outreach center for students of economical-
ly disadvantaged families.  It provides school supplies, food, personal hygiene items, children’s books, cloth-
ing, and assistance to homeless students.  The Center is a partnership between WJCC and the Williamsburg 
Sentara Regional Medical Center with assistance from the Foodbank of the Virginia Peninsula.  Our church is 
a long-time sponsor donating funding as well as school supplies, food, toiletries and toy bags for toddlers.  

 

Operation Homefront — Operation Homefront is dedicated to building strong, stable and secure mili-
tary families by providing life-changing programs and emergency financial assistance.  These programs in-
clude financial help; transitional housing; permanent, mortgage free homes; home and vehicle repairs; res-
pite care; school supplies; baby showers; and holiday meals and toys.  Operation Homefront is a national 
nonprofit; 93% of total donations go directly to programs for military families.  The Mid-Atlantic region of Op-
eration Homefront services families attached to our local military bases.  You can find more information on 
www.OperationHomefront.net. 

 

Salvation Army — Important things happen when you put money in the Salvation Army kettle!  The Sal-
vation Army in Greater Williamsburg is the umbrella organization for dozens of community initiatives.  Among 
them are worship services, transitional housing, the Angel Tree holiday gifts program, the Apple Tree back-to
-school assistance, and manifold social services.  Two case workers are challenged to help meet the growing 
emergency needs of people in our community.  Clients come seeking assistance with rent, food, clothing, util-
ities and paying for medication.  Often they are homeless or on the verge of being homeless.  The social 
work case load has increased exponentially in recent months. 
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On your behalf the Global Outreach Team has chosen these three organizations to receive a portion of 
WUMC’s Special Lenten Offering: 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing — One Great Hour of Sharing calls United Methodists to share in the ad-
ministrative costs of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) as they respond to disasters of such 
magnitude that they overwhelm the community’s ability to recover on its own.  Through these funds, UMCOR 
is enabled to keep the promise that 100 percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will go toward that 
project, not administrative costs.   

 

Stop Hunger Now — Stop Hunger Now’s mission is to end world hunger.  With the help of hands-on 
volunteers, Stop Hunger Now provides millions of nutritious meals and other life-saving aid to children and 
families all over the world.   WUMC will host a Stop Hunger Now food packing event on October 22. 

 

International Refugee Resettlement — The current international refugee crisis begs of us all to re-
spond to the needs of these thousands of refugees who cannot go home because of conflict, war, persecu-
tion.  WUMC will partner with UMCOR and other relief agencies to provide services for displaced persons in 
this Middle East/Eastern European refugee crisis.  
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